





These activities are held throughout the year and focus on the
natural environment, plants, birds, spiders, reptiles and invertebrates.

Monitoring marsupials %
(Western Shield trapping)

Biology and Science camps only

A unique opportunity for Years 10, 11 or 12
student groups to be part of Western Shield
research. Students mix bait, set traps in the
evening and return the next morning to
measure and release animals. Limited places
available!

PHC, MREDC, WDC, DWEC - $10.90

Bush tucker supper

(or breakfast or lunch)

(Years 5 to 11) - two hours
including food

Enjoy a session in our camp site with
Nyoongar leaders, learn about Nyoongar
nutrition, and make and eat a damper
and kangaroo supper while listening to
Dreamtime stories.

PHC - $12.90

Place and space for reptiles
(Years 4 to 11) - one hour

Here's a chance to touch a real live skink,
python or lizard. Students learn that the

care of places promotes a diversity of
species.

PHC - $7.70

Raptors life and living

(Years 4 to 11) - one hour

Raptors are fascinating and can teach us
about the diversity of species. Students
will discover how raptors have adapted to
survive and the work of those who rescue
and rehabilitate them.

PHC - $7.70
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Night life and living

(Years 3 to 11) - one hour

While exploring with spotlights, students
will recognise the interdependence of life
as the forest comes alive after dark. This
experience can be a highlight of your school
camp.

PHC - $6.60

Animal encounters
(Years 1 +o 11) - one hour

Students will get up close to some of our
unique native fauna, including marsupials,
and learn about their special adaptations
to the climate and the work of animal
rehabilitators.

PHC - $7.70

Investigating the underworld
(Years 1 to 7) - one hour

Students will investigate invertebrates and
take part in a hands-on search of the jarrah
forest underworld. They will communicate
their findings about the lives of beetles,
bugs, spiders, ants, scorpions, earwigs,
mantises and many more creatures.

PHC - $5.50

Sense-ational trail
(Years 1 to 11) - one hour

Using blindfolds, students explore the forest
along our rope-walk trail using their senses
of smell, touch and hearing.

PHC - $5.50

EcoWalks

(Years 1 to 12)

Enjoy guided ecology walks through
the forest, tailored to suit your needs.
The duration and cost depends on your
requirements.

PHC - $5.50, if booking with another
program — $4.40, K $5.50

Biodiversity walks and activities
on camp - South West only

Sense-ational night life
(Years 3 to 12) - two hours

While exploring with spotlights, students will
recognise the interdependence of life as the
forest comes alive after dark. Students will
also explore the forest, blindfolded along
our rope-walk trail using the senses of smell,
touch and hearing. This experience can be a
highlight of your school camp.

$7.70

Monitoring marsupials - includes
Western Shield trapping
(Years 5 +o 12)
A unique opportunity to be part of Western
Shield research. Students mix bait, set traps
on a transect and return early morning to
measure and release marsupials. The session
is split into 90 minutes in the afternoon and
90 minutes the next morning.
Dates - 21-25 May and 17-21 September
$9.90
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Marvellous macroinvertebrates
(Years 3 to 12) - two hours

Take a close look at the aquatic invertebrates
of the spring-fed stream. Students investigate
the relationship between water quality

and invertebrate species, and gain an
understanding of the roles of invertebrates in
the stream ecosystem.

$7.70
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One of our experienced EcoEducation officers will come to your school.

Saving threatened species
(Years 8 to 10 Science)

This incursion focuses on DEC's Western Shield
threatened species recovery program. Hair
tubes, Sheffield traps, measuring equipment
and hands-on activities will capture the interest
of the most challenging students!

Children’s curiosity in the
environment

(Years 1 to 4)

Think about, and then examine with lenses,
a range of living things and evidence of their
presence in the environment.

Use cards in a hands-up game about

plants and animals. Begin with ideas about
classification, finish with tramping on leaf litter
to see what happens to small animals when we
walk in the bush.

Talking about threatened species
(Years 4 to 8)

Ricky (the puppet) is coming to WA on an
adventure and wants to talk to kids about
threatened species. Ricky has set up a blog so
children can find out about him, and tell him
about native animals before he arrives as well
as talk to him when he gets home from his
visit.

While he's here, Ricky wants to talk to
children about our important animals in WA
and if they have problems. He has heard that
cats, foxes and cane toads are affecting our
native animals. Ricky will engage children in
conversations about important issues in the
WA environment.

26 eceeducation

Biodiversity quiz

(Years 6 to 1)

Students are presented with a wide range of
items from the jarrah forest ecosystem. They
explore the meaning of biodiversity as well as
identifying living and non-living components
of and threats to the ecosystem. They identify
as many mystery objects as possible then
connections and adaptations are discussed,
along with the importance of maintaining
biodiversity for a healthy ecosystem.

All incursion costs:

Metro cost: one class (up to 30) $200,
second class $180

Metro contact: DEC-ecoeducation@dec.
wa.gov.au or phone: 9295 6149

South West cost: $50 cheaper than metro
for an excursion if in proximity of Bunbury or
Margaret River

South West contact: swecoed@dec.wa.gov.au
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The Perth Hills Centre campground
Students and teachers can take part in a
variety of EcoEducation programs, and
camp under canvas at the centre camp sites.
Alternatively, accommodation is available at
the Perth Hills Youth Hostel.

Suitable for people with disabilities.

Facilities: 12 shady tent sites, plus an over-
flow area, a camp kitchen including electric
barbecues, hot showers and toilets

Capacity: two classes with adults (maximum
60 people)

Bookings through EcoEducation.

Perth Hills Youth Hostel
One kilometre from the Perth Hills Centre.

Facilities: 36 beds with a capacity for 50.
Cook your own food or have your meals
prepared for you.

Bookings/inquiries:
phone: 9295 1809
mobile:0416 051 639

email: perthhillsyha@aol.com

Wellington Forest Cottages

Wellington Mill is a safe venue for metropolitan
and country school camps, just two hours'
drive from Perth and a short distance from
Wellington Dam and Bunbury. The adjacent
Wellington Discovery Forest EcoEducation
Centre offers a wealth of curriculum-linked
programs for kindergarten to Year 12 students.
Facilities: cottages, hall for hire, public
telephone, barbecues, laundry, playgrounds
Capacity: eight cottages (each accommodates
eight people)

The cottages are now under new management
and have been extensively upgraded.
Bookings/inquiries:

Wendy and Ben Perdon

phone: 9728 3043

email: perdon@westnet.com.au
www.wfccc.com.au

Wharncliffe Mill Forest Camp

This camp, on site at the Margaret River Eco
Discovery Centre, is a fantastic venue for
metropolitan and country school camps;
especially for Geography and Biology students
and outdoor education activities.

Facilities: bunkhouse style and camping site
accommodation available, large undercover
area, kitchen, barbecues, new universal access
ablution block (showers and toilets) and a
large grassed area adjacent to the karri forest
Capacity: bunkhouse (42 beds), camping (50
people)

Bookings/inquiries:

phone: 9731 6232

fax: 9731 6366

email: rachel.bull@dec.wa.gov.au

EcoEducation programs are available at or
close to all of these sites.
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Contact the Perth Hills Centre or the South West (DEC Bunbury) unless
otherwise specified. Find contact details in the back of the book.

Exotic environmental

learning journeys

Kalgoorlie Great Western Woodlands
Join the Chief Scientist, Professor Lyn Beazley,
in exploring the Great Western Woodlands.
Discover surprising things with EcoEducation
and DEC regional staff. You can gather ideas
for a student camp to Kalgoorlie or have
loads of information and a Powerpoint to
share with your class afterward.

Date: 30 April to 4 May

Cost: TBA

Contact: Melissa on 9334 0386

CONSTAWA with EcoEducation at
Margaret River

The Conference of the Science Teachers
Association of WA (CONSTAWA,) is being
held at Margaret River for the first time and
EcoEducation will support the conference by
offering a range of workshops and field trips
for all the sessions.

Date: Friday 25 to Sunday 27 May

Cost: TBA. Accommodation at own cost
Where: Margaret River

Contact: www.stawa.net

28 eceeducation

Discover the Walpole Wilderness

Be amazed at the gems that this area
provides. Last year, we were astounded by
the magnificence of the giants, the colour
and variety of fungal fruiting bodies and art
works and unexpected fauna encounters.

Date: Friday 8 (evening) and Saturday 9 June.

Sunday 10 could be arranged in consultation
with delegates

Cost: $90, not including accommodation.
Saturday lunch will be provided

Contact: Melissa on 9334 0386

A night with nature

Animal trapping at Bunbury

Monitoring animals is a way to know about
their health and survival. It is also a skill and
requires technology and science to work
together. Other monitoring methods will

be discussed. If animals are caught, this is a
wonderful opportunity for experiencing their
nature and beauty.

Date: Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 May
Cost: FREE for classroom teachers.
Accommodation at own cost

Where: WDF

Contact: DEC Bunbury office

Perth Hills Centre

Enjoy the spring wildflowers, trapping,

a night walk and a smorgasbord of
EcoEducation programs. We consistently
get comments such as ‘The best PL | have
ever attended’. Why wouldn’t you want to
experience this?

Date: Friday 7 (evening) and Saturday 8
September

Cost: FREE for classroom teachers. Own
accommodation and meals

Where: PHC

One-day Pls

Cost: FREE for classroom teachers

South West Sustainable forests

Experience a managed forest environment
and the challenge of maintaining biodiversity
and sustainability. A hands-on understanding
of the issues and activities as well as learning
about a great new Sustainable forests
resource will be the goal for this PL. A
sustainable forests management program has
been developed for this forest and available
for your students.

Date: Tuesday 13 March
Contact: DEC Bunbury office
Where: WDF
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Busy in the forest PL

An informative and interactive day will
incorporate practical activities in the forest
aimed at developing meaningful connections
between children and their natural
environment.

A variety of Arts, Science and Aboriginal
culture activities will give delegates a

real understanding of the strength of the
environment to meet children’s conceptual,
skills, emotional and connection needs. This
is for ECE and middle primary teachers and
delegates will receive the new Busy in the
bushland teacher resource.

Date: Thursday 15 March
Where: PHC

Arts plus Environment PL

Explore the Arts in the context of the
environment and Aboriginal culture. Forests
are places to be inspired, think, feel and be
creative. You will be led through a range of
experiences and locations and encouraged to
express your creativity through a number of
art types.

Date: Thursday 17 May
Where: PHC
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Nyoongar culture and fire PL

Experiencing our popular Aboriginal
programs with Aboriginal leaders will show
why they are our most popular activities.
They are important for schools because

they simultaneously address the Australian
Curriculum Cross Curriculum Priorities of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories
and Cultures and also Sustainability.

Fire EcoEducation programs will also

be experienced as fire is important in
Aboriginal culture and is a fact of life in WA
environments.

Date: Thursday 14 June
Where: PHC

Leave No Trace

Experience how we can enjoy the
environment using a low impact approach.
This program is really a MUST for teaching
all students how to behave in the natural
environment.

Date: Thursday 16 August
Where: PHC

Teaching Biology for understanding

EcoEducation combine with Curtin University
and STAWA to support Biology teachers

and Year 7 to 10 teachers in interesting and
engaging biology.

Date: Tuesday 2 October

Where: PHC

Teachers and students

World Environment Day

A range of activities from different
EcoEducation programs will give students and
teachers a snapshot of some experiences,
concepts and skills available. Activities will be
offered round robin style.

Date: Tuesday 5 June

Cost: $13.90 per student, teachers free

Where: PHC

Whole school staff PL (held at one of
our centres)

This includes free EcoEducation resources
(Caring for places), an overview of
excursions, curriculum links and a free set of
four Bush Books. Minimum of 20 staff. Price
based on numbers and program.

Includes: lunch and resources

Time: 9am to 3pm

Where: PHC, HEC, WDF, MREDC

PL session at your school, including
teacher development days

We will visit your school to give you a hands-
on overview of our resources and programs.
Call us to make arrangements.
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Western Australia

Bush Rangers WA is a voluntary nature conservation program for young Western Australians

in Years 7 to 12. It is part of a broader Cadets WA program, run by the Department for
Communities, which aims to give secondary school-aged youth the opportunity to take part in
personal development training. The training provides practical life skills, develops leadership,
teamwork and initiative, and fosters qualities of community responsibility and service.

The Bush Rangers WA program is a Curriculum Council-endorsed program. Endorsed programs
offer Year 10, 11 and 12 students the opportunity to use workplace learning, VET stand-alone
and nationally accredited courses, university studies, community organisation and personal
development programs to meet the completion requirement of the WA Certificate of Education
(WACE).

For more information, visit the Curriculum Council website at www.curriculum.wa.edu.au/Apps/
EP/display.aspx.

If you want to know more about Bush Rangers WA visit www.dec.wa.gov.au/bushrangers.

Contact

Hannah Hampson or Caroline Conway-Physick
Program Coordinator, Bush Rangers Western Australia

Phone: 9334 0137

Mobile: 0418 958 457

Email: hannah.hampson@dec.wa.gov.au
caroline.conway-physick@dec.wa.gov.au
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BRUNSWICK

Routes to Wellington Discovery Forest
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PHC - Perth #Hills Centre,
Mundaring Weir

The Perth Hills Centre, on Allen Road (off
Mundaring Weir Road), is set in jarrah forest
two kilometres from the Mundaring Weir.
The centre is located seven kilometres south
of the Mundaring township (see map on
page 35). EcoEducation offers a range of
environmental education and Aboriginal
cultural programs for kindergarten to Year
12 students. Since 1993, more than 250,000
students and teachers have been through
our programs and the demand continues,
with many teachers returning year after
year.

FENP - John Forrest National Park

Caring for places, a program about national
parks, will be offered at the Margaret
Forrest Centre in John Forrest National Park.
The centre is located on Park Road, off
Great Eastern Highway, Hovea.

HEC - Henderson Environmental
Centre, North Beach

Set in the Star Swamp Bushland Reserve,
North Beach, the Henderson Environmental
Centre is an excellent excursion venue for
schools in the City of Stirling. Our programs
about threatened animals, tuart woodland
ecosystems, climate change/biodiversity
and biology and science is offered to middle
school Science and Society and Environment
students. The Henderson Environmental
Centre is located on the end of Groat Street
and off North Beach Road, North Beach.
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WDF - Wellington Discovery Forest,
Bunbury

Programs held at the Wellington Discovery
Forest for kindergarten to Year 12 students
are modelled on the successful programs
at the Perth Hills Centre. They are available
for schools in the South West and for
metropolitan school groups camping or
staying at the cottages at Wellington Mill.
The Wellington Discovery Centre, located in
the forest, is 35 kilometres from Bunbury,
close to Wellington Dam and about two-
and-a-half hours’ drive from Perth.

MREDC - Margaret River Eco
Discovery Centre

Programs at the Margaret River Eco
Discovery Centre cater for kindergarten to
Year 12 students and are modelled on those
at the Perth Hills Centre. The Wharncliffe
Mill Forest Camp and bunkhouse, an
excellent venue for school camps, is on

site at the Margaret River Eco Discovery
Centre and is set in magnificent karri and
jarrah forest close to the Margaret River
township.

DWEC - Dryandra Woodland Ecology
Centre, Narrogin

The Dryandra Woodland Ecology Centre
offers EcoEducation programs, which may
include a fascinating visit to the nearby
Barna Mia animal sanctuary. The adjacent
Lions Dryandra Village, near Narrogin,
provides good accommodation for school
camps.

VOTG - Valley of the Giants Walpole
Wilderness Discovery Centre

The Valley of the Giants Walpole Wilderness
Discovery Centre, set in unique tingle and karri
forest, offers an EcoEducation program for middle
and upper primary and early secondary students.
The discovery centre is located on the Valley of
the Giants Road between Walpole and Denmark.

LTF - Ludlow tuart forest

Ludlow tuart forest is located near Busselton on
the Tuart Tourist Drive. A new walkway includes
a bird hide facing onto the adjacent wetlands,
which provides a great opportunity for wildlife
viewing. The heritage-listed Wonnerup House is
across the road from the parking area.

LPCP - Leschenaultia Peninsula
Conservation Park

Leschenault Peninsula Conservation Park is
located about 25 kilometres north of Bunbury

on the Old Coast Road. It comprises a range of
ecosystems from coastal dunes to rich tuart forest
and includes the historic Belvidere settlement.

K = Kununurra

EcoEducation programs including Incredible
invertebrates, Busy in the bushland and Forest
detectives trail are now available to teachers

in the Kimberley. The EcoEducation officer

will come to your school and deliver programs
suitable for kindergarten to Year 7. The Kimberley
EcoEducation program is working to develop
collaborations with the departments of Fisheries
and Water and Conservation Volunteers Australia
to also offer school holiday programs and camps.
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Activity details

Duration

Excursions, unless otherwise indicated, run
for four hours (from 10am to 2pm).

Costs

$4.40-%$12.90

All costs include 10 per cent GST.

As all programs and activities are curriculum
linked the GST component can be reclaimed.

We will require minimum payment for all
activities, per group, for:

Pre-primary: 20 students

Years 1 to 3: 23 students

Years 4 to 12: 25 students

Cheques are payable to:

Department of Environment and Conservation

Confirmations

A confirmation letter will be forwarded to you
on finalising your booking.

Cancellations

Please confirm any cancellation in writing at
least one week before your visit, otherwise we
request a cancellation fee.

Overseas and interstate bookings

Separate charges apply for overseas and
interstate students. Please contact us for more
information.

leay
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EcoEducation contact details

Perth Hills Centre, Mundaring Weir
Henderson Environmental Centre,
North Beach

John Forrest National Park

Ph: 9295 6149 or 9295 6300, fax: 9295 3247
email: DEC-ecoeducation@dec.wa.gov.au

Wellington Discovery Forest, Bunbury
Margaret River Eco Discovery Centre
Leschenault Peninsula Conservation
Park, Bunbury

Ludlow Tuart Forest, Busselton

Ph: 9725 4300 or 9725 5944

fax: 9725 4351

email: swecoed@dec.wa.gov.au
Dryandra Woodland Ecology Centre,
Narrogin

Ph: 9881 9207, fax: 9881 1645

email: mathew.harding@dec.wa.gov.au
Valley of the Giants Walpole Wilderness
Discovery Centre

Ph: 9840 0400, fax: 9840 1251

email: walpole@dec.wa.gov.au

Kununurra
Ph: 9168 4200 or 9168 2179

Bush Rangers WA cadet program
Ph: 9334 0137
Mobile: 0418 958 457

www.dec.wa.gov.au/bushrangers

Find out more

Teachers can find out more about DEC's
EcoEducation programs online at
www.dec.wa.gov.au/ecoeducation.

Or contact us to be placed on our mailing list
for our electronic statewide or South West
newsletter.
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